
Welcome to the 2019-2020
Homer Central High School Band

Concert Band meets period 1.  Those in chorus (which meets during the same period) come to band on days 

1-3-5 and go to choir 2-4-6.  They receive 1/2 credit for each performing group.

Please bring this packet home tonight to share with your parents.


Keep this handbook to refer to throughout the year.  Please call with any questions/concerns - 749-1258 or ddigennaro@homercentral.org
Uniform:  The purpose of the concert band uniform is to present an appearance exactly the same throughout the ensemble so that the audience is not distracted visually and can better concentrate on the listening aspect of the program.  Those not in exact uniforms may be asked not to perform on concerts (with corresponding grade penalty).
Dress for all performances (except graduation):


Ladies:  Black palazzo pants (school provided), long sleeve white blouse, black shoes.


Gentlemen:  Tuxedo (school provided), tux shirt ($14), bowtie ($3), and black shoes & socks
“For the Parents” Section (2 pages):

Please double and triple check the required concert section dates.  All students must be at these concerts - especially graduation (which is after the school year officially ends).
A Special Note to Parents:
A large part of the student’s grade will be based on their practice habits.  They should be practicing at home several times per week for about 30 minutes each time.  Students who still enjoy practicing do so because they are good players.  They are good players because they practice regularly.  You will find that if your child practices they will begin to get better, and their enjoyment will increase enormously.  Take it upon yourself to ask, "Have you done your math homework?  Have you done your English homework?  Have you done your band homework?"  Every student has a lesson to prepare for every week; they always have homework for band.  Show your child that the best teams are the best because every team member contributes.  It's an attitude they will benefit from forever.
*You and your child are responsible for the info in this book.  I won’t change the rules in the middle of the game, so know what you’re getting into.  High school requirements are far more than what they were in junior high.  Please take note!
 *Please make sure your child has what they need to succeed.  The supplies listed are the recommended.  You get what you pay for, and quality materials will help the learning process and the band’s overall sound.

*You never have to go out to the music store (see IVB - pg. 7)

           *Getting kids to rehearsals and performances is a team effort between you and your child…
          …but you should be the coach.  Concert Listings are online, on the school calendar, and in this handbook.

*All information/documents relating to instrumental music at Homer H.S will be on line.  


Click on my name at the staff web section of the Homer District’s home web page or go to www.homerbandsite@weebly.com.
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Go Ahead – Spy Away!  
 
* You can check your child’s lesson attendance and grades any time on schooltool.com.  Grades are generally updated weekly.  Here’s the secret code:



A grade of “0” is a lesson that your child didn’t show up for



A grade of “65” is a lesson grade of “D” and equals two points from their average



A grade of “75” is a lesson grade of “C” and equals one point from their average



A grade of “85” is a lesson grade of “B” and doesn’t add or subtract from their average



A grade of “95” is a lesson grade of “A” and is worth +2 on their average.

Needs by Instrument – parents: please have all of the below materials by Oct.
(talk to Mr. D. about upgrading your horn- and your student’s enthusiasm).

***Everyone needs to have their own lesson book by the first lesson (third full week of September).
Label everything clearly with your name!!!  The school can’t be responsible for lost or stolen equipment.

Please don’t substitute the “cheapy” reeds for the Van Doren’s.  You get what you pay for, and others are counting on you to sound your best.  You usually won’t need more than a box per year anyway, so make it a good box.
Flute:


Oboe/Bassoon:
Clarinet:


Saxophone:

Cleaning swab

reeds (Fox)

your own box of reeds

your own box of reeds

Cleaning rod

cleaning swab

   (VanDoren 2.5 or 3)

   (VanDoren 2.5 or 3)

small screwdriver
sandpaper (fine grit)
small screwdriver

saxophone swab




small screwdriver
clarinet swab


neck strap

Trumpet and Trombone Players will need straight mutes if they don’t have them already.  They also need to purchase new mouthpieces if they are using the same ones they have had since 4th grade.  Beginner equipment fits beginner students.  You’re not still using your cleats from 4th grade because they don’t fit.  Mouthpieces are the same way.  A mouthpiece is a onetime investment that can make a huge difference in sound and playing ability.
Trumpet, horn, tuba:

Trombone:




Percussion:

Mouthpiece



Slide cream (not oil)



Drum sticks

    (no smaller than Bach size 5)
Spray bottle




    (bring to band)

valve oil



Tuning slide grease



Optional:



tuning slide grease


Bach 6 ½ AL (or larger)mouthpiece

Your own soft mallets


Straight mute



Straight mute




Your own hard mallets
cleaning snake & mouthpiece brush
cleaning snake & mouthpiece brush

Timpani Sticks
Uniform requirements (as listed on the cover)  Ladies:  white, long-sleeved blouse & black shoes








Men:  White tuxedo shirt ($13), Bowtie ($3) & black shoes

Items the school will provide (and their replacement costs).  

The following must all be returned in good order at the end of the year or you will be charged to replace them.



Band folder ($12)

Tux coat ($75)



Warm-up book ($7)

Tux pants ($35)



Palazzo Pants ($35)

Cummerbund ($12)



Garment bag ($25)

School instrument parts (by individual basis)


Marching Band shirts ($25)





Student Section (3 pages):

I)  Band Lessons:

As part of the course, each member will attend weekly lessons unless they are taking private lessons outside of school (they may also take school lessons if they wish).  The schedule is on a six week rotation. 

For your regularly scheduled lesson, simply tell your teacher in person you are going to your lesson (they also have a schedule). Let’s all stay on everyone’s good side.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ASK THE TEACHER ABOUT HOMEWORK, READING, AND ASSIGNMENTS!!!
If you cannot make a lesson (due to a test, etc....), no problem.  You must, however make up the lesson within one school week (by the next lesson).  You may make up lessons in this fashion (after school, during a different period, etc..) as much as you want without penalty.  If the lesson is not made up, a zero grade is given for that lesson.  One such zero will be forgiven per quarter.  
You are responsible for all lessons that actually took place.  If the cause of missing the lesson is your fault (school absence, field trip, family vacation, etc..), then you must make that lesson up just like any other class.  If the cause of missing the lesson is the school’s fault (snow-day, assembly, etc..), then it doesn’t count against you.  You may, if you wish, make up that missed lesson.

If you make up a lesson by missing a class other than the one on your schedule for that week, get a pre-signed pass from me first.  Take it to your regular teacher and have them sign it if they approve.  Teachers have already been informed not to let students go to the music building at times other than their regularly scheduled lesson without a pre-signed pass.  Make-up lessons will not be given without a pre-signed pass.  

***New this year:  After the 15th missed lesson, students will be dropped out of band into “lessons only.”  They may rejoin the following year – hopefully with a better team attitude.
Ia)  Teacher lesson scoring rubric:
A --  Thoroughly prepared:
+2 added to your average 
B --  Somewhat prepared: 0 added to your average
C --  Not prepared: -1 from your grade

          D --  Not Prepared/negative attitude:-2 from your grade
Ib)  Those taking private lessons:  I’m glad you’re choosing to study privately!  Private lessons should be started by the time others are starting school lessons (end of September).  If that is not possible, you must take school lessons until your private teacher is available.  

You may opt not to take school lessons, but if you do (and hopefully you will), you may choose to take:


1)  Additional lessons on your instrument
4)  Music theory


2)  Lessons on a different instrument

5)  Jazz improvisation


3)  Play in a small ensemble


6)  College audition preparation

Ic)  Small ensembles:  Small ensembles will be available after or before school and will rehearse regularly once a week.  Ensembles must contain at least three people and be able to use school owned music.  All students are strongly encouraged to make small ensemble playing a part of a more complete instrumental curriculum.  The small ensemble allows much more freedom of expression, gives the student a greater deal of satisfaction and exposure, and requires a greater deal of responsibility. 

Id)  Extended sickness:  Because this class is a performing class, it’s difficult to calculate a grade for you if you’re not performing due to an extended illness or injury.  If you are not able to perform for an extended time because of a health concern, your lessons can be substituted by writing a paper once a week.  The paper should be typed, one or two pages long, single spaced, with half inch margins (no pictures).  Topics should relate to how to perform on your instrument better (ask if confused).  Generally papers are then distributed to others in your section to help them learn too.
II)  Band grading
Students and parents are encouraged to ask about grades at any time.  

85

Everyone’s starting grade

______
Lesson grades (+2 for each A, -1 for each C, -2 for each D)

______
Marching Band membership (up to +5)

______
Pep Band (+3 each football game)

______
Small Ensemble membership (up to +5)

______
Jazz Ensemble membership (up to +3)

______
pit orchestra membership (up to +5)

______
solo festival participation (up to +5)

______
Area All-State participation (+5)

______
taking private lessons (+8)

______
outside ensembles (+1 for each) - let Mr. D. know each semester

______
Band service (+1 to +5) - Outside of class time, helping out for the good of the group (i.e..  



percussion maintenance, stage set-up, band room set-up, music library, clerical, etc.

______
extra lesson taken (+1)

______
attend concerts (bring in program or ticket stub --- +1 each)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

______
Absent from a required performance (-20)
______
Lessons missed (-2 for 2nd, -4 for third, -8 for each thereafter)
______
decrease in musical abilities (-5 to -10)

______
late to a performance (-2 to -5)

______
poor performance due to lack of focus/performance etiquette(-2 to -5)

______
performance absence due to illness/emergency; could have called director but didn’t (-5)

______
forgotten instrument or music (-1 1st time; -2 every time thereafter)

______
unacceptable instrument care and/or gum chewing/eating (-1 each time)

______
someone else having to pick up your equipment and/or music (-1 each time)

______
less than perfect rehearsal etiquette (-1 to -15)

______
late to rehearsal without excuse (-1 each time)

______
each intonation sheet or tuner time missed (-3)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

______
Everything above (80% of semester grade)
______
5 week playing exam (10% of semester grade)
______
10 week written exam (10% of semester grade)
______
YOUR GRADE FOR THIS QUARTER (NOTE: Students taking privately, this 

grade is worth 2/3 of your total grade, the other 1/3 comes from your lesson teacher)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

IIa) Marching Band:  All freshmen are required to do marching band in the spring (but volunteers from grades 10-12 are helpful and needed).  There are many aspects of the activity that make concert band better, and it’s a nice “thank you” to your very supportive community.  There will be four rehearsals once a week from 7:00 to 8:30 starting after April vacation.  Grades 10-12 may opt to do marching band in lieu of a final.   Half of the 4th marking period grade for 9th graders will be based on their memorization test, rehearsal participation, and parade participation.  Parades are not optional performances, so please write down the calendar dates on page 8.

IIb)  Final Exams:  Worth 1/2 of your last quarterly grade (1/8 of your final course grade).   The final exams will have the same requirements as the NYSSMA solo festival.  Those going to NYSSMA are not required to do a final exam (they may take the final anyway if they would like to try to raise their grade).  We will work on your solo during third marking period lessons.  After that it is up to the student to finish and upkeep until the final.

    All private lesson students not going to NYSSMA must play a NYSSMA solo or use marching band as their final!
IIc) Written Test:  On the 10, 20, and 30 week mark, there will be a written band test to include such topics as key signatures and musical terms.  Review sheets will be headed out ahead of time.  Each test will be counted as 10% of the quarterly grade.

IId)
Playing Test:  On the 5, 15, and 25 week mark, there will be a short playing test (to be done during lessons).  Tests will vary by instrument and will be taken from selections chosen by the director from band music.

Those not receiving a score above 70 will go to 2 9th periods/wk. practice sessions until material is adequately learned.  Others are depending on you to do your job in band – no matter what your level currently is.

III)  Rehearsal Etiquette

1.  No food or drink is to be in the bandroom.  Don’t go to the cafeteria before band.  Don’t chew gum.

2.  Not leaving your seat unless absolutely necessary


3.  Anything not needed for rehearsal should be left out of the rehearsal area (books, homework, studysheets) 


4.  Come in at proper times and count carefully when your section is being rehearsed.  Silently practice 



fingerings, notes and rhythms while your section is not being rehearsed


5.  Keep your instrument in good working order, and have extra supplies (valve oil, reeds, etc..) ready


6.  Help keep the room neat and organized.  It’s shared with other groups


7.  Perform with correct posture (without being told)


8.  Do not remove anything belonging to school from the music building unless it is signed out to you


9.  If you are late with a pass wait until a break in the rehearsal before going to your seat.

  Don’t walk in front of someone as they rehearse

10.  NO CELL PHONES OUT DURING REHEARSALS!  They’re distracting to you and others

IIIa)  When rehearsal is dismissed:  Put all equipment away, latch your cases, place your music in its slot.  Stay in the music building, or on the front sidewalk, until the bell rings.  Detentions will be assigned for infractions of this rule.  All percussionists will return equipment to its storage area.

IIIb)  Skipping rehearsal:  A direct opposite of the typical academic class, your absence hurts other students’ ability in the group, the overall class success, and the overall morale in various, permanent ways.  After three skips, a student will be recommended for “lessons only” and dropped from band.

**IIIc)  Late to rehearsal:  Defined as not in your chair ready to play at 8:05.  For every 5 times you are late to class, you will be required to stay after school 1 9th period.  Those not staying for this required 9th period will have their names turned into the office, where you will receive an after school detention in addition for having to stay 9th period(s) for band.

For Both Parents and Students (2 pages):

IV)  The Miscellaneous
IVa)  Music Booster Club:  The Homer Music Booster Club was organized to encourage and maintain an enthusiastic interest and support for the music program of the Homer Central School District.  Its purpose is to lend all possible support to each of the music groups of the district in accordance with district policy.  Meetings are listed on the school calendar and are generally the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in the high school music building.  Parents of all Homer music students are strongly encouraged to get involved for the sake of all our students in this district wide program.  The time commitments to maintain a successful booster program are generally minimal, and the rewards that our students receive for our efforts are tremendous!!

IVb)  Hickey’s Music:  A representative from the store will come to the school once each week.  Mr. DiGennaro can order anything for you or send in horns for repair.   Please check the Hickey’s website (www.hickeys.com) to find out prices.  If the item is in stock, you should have it by the next week.  No special trips required.

V)  Performance Expectations
Va)  You must attend all performances listed as "required" on the schedule

You are a first string member of the band, and therefore a very important link in the chain.  While absences from regular classroom exams do not hurt the other class members' ability to do well, in teamwork activities such as this, the success of the team's performance IS affected by your absence.


If there is a conflict, inform the director AHEAD OF TIME (an away sport's event, etc..).  Please give the earliest notice possible (even months ahead of time).  If we know ahead of time, a performance date or time could be switched.  Ignoring a known conflict in life won't make it go away.

Excused Absences Include:



*unpreventable sickness (because others have abused this, you will need a doctor’s note)


*court orders



*death in the family


Unexcused Absences Include:



*employment



*homework



*family vacations



***ANY EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY IN OR OUT OF SCHOOL


You are getting the schedule of performances for the entire year in early September, so PLAN AHEAD (Performances are listed months in advance).  See band grading for deductions to your grade for not being on time for group warm-up, not showing up for the concert, or being sick without calling.  After 2 required performance absences during a student's high school career, a schedule change out of band - into lessons only- will be enforced.
Vb) Non-Required performances:  While participation in these activities is not mandatory, it's common sense that once you have signed up, or been accepted in one of these optional events, that you complete the commitment.  Making the original commitment was only the option; once you're in, others are depending on you.

Vc)  Schedule for 2019-2020: (Please add TODAY to your family calendar)
Required Performances: 

12/5: 

 Holiday concert at 7:30 (call time @ 7:00) – SAVE 12/18 in case of snow 12/5

3/9 or 3/10: 
All-County Band clinic (during the school day - plan ahead!!)



4/1: 

All District Concert at 7:00 (call time @ 7:00)


4/15:

Music Dept. Demo Day Concert (during the school day - plan ahead!!)

5/14:

Spring Concert - 7:30 (call time @ 7:00)


5/25:

Memorial Day Parades: 8:00-10:30 (Freshmen required, 10-12 volunteer)

6/2:

Dairy Parade: 5:30-7:30 (Freshmen required, 10-12 volunteer)

6/6:

Fireman’s Field Day Parade: 5:30-6:30 (Freshmen required, 10-12 volunteer)

6/27:

Graduation – location Homer HS



(NO FAMILY TRIPS!! – Summer vacation starts after graduation)

Optional (other opportunities TBA)

11/1 & 2:
Jr. High Area All-State (for those selected)

December:
Homer Christmas ensemble (3 rehearsals, 3-5 gigs)

1/31 & 2/1:
Sr. High Area All-State (for those selected) 

3/13-3/14:
High School Musical

3/28:

Annual Cabaret Night (small ensembles needed)

5/27:

Music Awards Banquet

Please Return
the following pages
to Mr. DiGennaro
by Friday, Sept. 6th
Vd)  Please return this page to Mr. DiGennaro no later than Friday, Sept. 6th!!!
I have read the Homer Central High School Band Handbook and understand the policies and rules set forth in it.  I realize I must participate in all required performances unless an acceptable excuse is given in advance to the director.  

I realize that a grade penalty of 20 points is in effect for each required performance missed as well as the other grading procedures for this course.
Student Signature:__________________________________________________
Parent Signature:___________________________




It just makes sense that if you want to be in band, you need to be at the performances that the band plays at.  Others are depending on you to do your job at performances, so add these dates to your family calendar today.
Required Performances: 

12/5: 

 Holiday concert at 7:30 (call time @ 7:00) – SAVE 12/18 in case of snow 12/5


3/9 or 3/10: 
All-County Band clinic (during the school day - plan ahead!!)



4/1: 

All District Concert at 7:00 (call time @ 7:00)


4/15:

Music Dept. Demo Day Concert (during the school day - plan ahead!!)

5/14:

Spring Concert - 7:30 (call time @ 7:00)


5/25:

Memorial Day Parades: 8:00-10:30 (Freshmen required, 10-12 volunteer)

6/2:

Dairy Parade: 5:30-7:30 (Freshmen required, 10-12 volunteer)

6/6:

Fireman’s Field Day Parade: 5:30-6:30 (Freshmen required, 10-12 volunteer)

6/27:

Graduation – location SUNY Cortland PER Center



(NO FAMILY TRIPS!! – Summer vacation starts after graduation)




Unexcused Absences Include:




*employment




*homework




*family vacations




***ANY EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY IN OR OUT OF SCHOOL



Band



Regular Class



Daily practice
= 
daily homework





weekly lessons 
= 
weekly tests




performance 
= 
unit semester tests




extra curricular = 
extra credit
CONCERT BAND TUXEDO SHIRT ORDER FORM
Your son will be fitted for his concert band tuxedo.  In most cases, he will be assigned a tuxedo jacket, pants, and cummerbund and a garment bag to keep them in.  For a few of the students, an order is being placed for a new tuxedo jacket or cummerbund since our current inventory could not accommodate all of the students.  This is at no charge to the student.  Once an entire tuxedo has been assigned, the student should bring it home for wearing at all concerts and concert band competitions unless otherwise instructed by the band instructor.  It is to be returned in good condition after the final spring performance.  If, upon return, repairs are needed, the student and/or parents will be notified.

To complete the tuxedo, each boy will need a tuxedo shirt and black bowtie.  The tuxedo shirts are $17.00 and the bowties are $3.00.  These will be theirs to keep for their high school years and beyond.
If your son needs to purchase a tuxedo shirt or bowtie because he is new to the Senior High Concert Band or because he has outgrown his old shirt or lost the bowtie, please complete the form below.  Checks should be made out to Homer Blue Band by September 13th.
We need to place the order in a timely fashion so that they may arrive in time for the Holiday Concert.

Any questions, contact Mr. DiGennaro at 749-1258.

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN

THIS FORM IS OF NO USE IF THE SIZES ARE NOT FILLED IN

PLEASE FILL OUT ALL BLANKS!!
Student Name:  ________________________________
Phone Number:  ______________________

Tuxedo Shirt:


Neck Size (inches around neck): ___________________


Sleeve Size (measure form center of back at neckbone to bottom of sleeve):  __________________

Items Ordered:

Shirts:


# of shirts ______________    x  $17.00 =  
____________________


# of bow ties_____________    x  $3.00 =   
____________________






Total:

____________________

Make all checks payable to:  Homer Blue Band

All checks due by September 13th.
Failure to turn in $ by this date may jeopardize the entire order coming in time for the first concert!!  Let Mr. D. know if you need to make other arrangements because of financial concern.




Personal Instrument Form

(Just in “Case” – You Never Know…)

Please fill out and return to Mr. DiGennaro.  These sheets will be kept on file in case your instrument is lost or stolen.  School instruments are already on file.

Name:  ______________________________________________________

Instrument:  __________________________________________________

Make/Model:  _________________________________________________

Serial Number:  ________________________________________________

Color/type of case:  _____________________________________________

Any other identifying features:  ____________________________________
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